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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

m 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
VASniNCTON, D.C. IVUI 



November , 1966 

Considerable criticism <)ias arisen about the findings of the 
Warren Commission concerning the assassination of President Kenne(fy. 
Some critics have openly challenged the conclusions of the Commission. 

To support their speculations some critics allege, among 
other things, there is a conflict between statements set forth In two FBI 
reports relating to the autopsy and the official autopsy report which was 
submitted to the Warren Commission. I wish to emphatically state at the 
outset that the FBI reports factually record information which was 
furnished orally to our Agents by examining physician who conducted 
the autopsy of President Kennedy on the evening of November 22, 1963. 

In order to clarify this matter, I would like to mention that 
on December 9, 1963, the FBI submitted a preliminary report to the 
Commission summarizing various phases of our investigative activity. 
Included in this report was information orally furnished to our Agents, 
who attended the autopsy, by an examining physician to the effect that 
there was no point of exit for the bullet which entered the President's back. 



I I 



■iIm 






A. 










On January 13, 1964, a supplemental report was submitted 
to the Commission which included the results of our Laboratory's 
examination of the clothing worn by the President at the time of his 
assassination. This Laboratory examination disclosed there was a small 
hole in the back of the President's coat and shirt and that minute traces 
of copper were found on fabric surrounding this hole. The Laboratory 
examination further disclosed that there was a slit near the collar button 
of the President's shirt which had the characteristics of an exit hole 
for a projectile; also that there was a nick on the left side of the tie knot 

' which possibly was caused by the same projectile as it passed through 
the shirt. 
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• In view of this finding it was immediately recognized 

J that there was a conflict. The results of the examination of the clothing 
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I indicated an exit hole; however, this was not consistent with the oral 
^ observations of the examining physician furnished to our Agents on the 

night of November 22, 1963. In order to clearly point up this inconsistency 
to the Commission, we set forth the above findings of our Laboratory as 
well as the oral observations of the examining physician on the night of 
November 22, 1963. 

The basis for the statements set out in our December 9, 
1963, and January 13, 1964, reports concerning the bullet which entered 
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the President*s back, was obtained from a detailed report prepared and 
submitted by our Agents following the oral comments of an examining 



physician on the night of November 22, 1963, and is currently 
available in the National Archives. 

The Warren Commission made a specific request of the 
FBI for the official autopsy report. They were advised we did not have 
this autopsy report but that arrangements would be made for the report 
to be delivered to the Commission by Secret Service. A copy of the 
autopsy report was also made available to the FBI by the Secret Service 
at our specific request on December 23, 1963. Inasmuch as the Warren 
Commission had the autopsy report, we did not incorporate it ii^ our 
report of January 13, 1964. | 

By Presidential directive, the FBI had the responsibility, 
as did other investigative agencies, to furnish all information developed * 
to the Warren Commission. Since the Secret Service complied with the 
Commission's request for the official autopsy report, such information 
was not duplicated in our report of January 13, 1964. 

In publishing its findings, the Warren Commission 
reproduced the official autopsy report. This report shows that the missile 
which entered the President's back "made its exit through the anterior 
surface of the neck" and "so far as can be ascertained this -missile struck 
no bony structures in its path through the body. " The original theory of 
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examining physicians that the bullet did not exit from the President's throat 
and the subsequent developments widch led to their conclusion that the 
bullet did have a point of exit are set forth and are explained in the 
Commission's report. For example, on pages 88 and 89, it is stated "in 

i 

the earlier stages of the autopsy" the doctors at Bethesda Naval Hospital 
performing the autopsy "did not know that there had been a bullet hole in 
the front of the President's neck when he arrived at Parkland Hospital ^ 
on a stretcher. " The physicians at Parkland Hospital, Dallas, Texas, 
had utilized this bullet hole as a point of incision for an emergency 
operation performed on the President. 

With regard to the comments that tho FBI has damaged 
the film of Abraham Zapruder, this is a completely false statement. 

The Zapruder film was purchased a national publication and the FBI 
received a copy.. The FBI did not at any time have the original film in 
its possession. 

In addition to the above, I would also like to comment 
concerning other statements which have been made concerning the FBI's 
participation in the investigation of the assassination. I would like to 
emphatically state all information obtained during the investigation 
was accurately and fully reported and thereafter furnished to the 
Commission and authorized Government officials. 
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You may be assured our investigation was conducted in 
a meticulously unbiased manner. The objectivity of our investigation 
is attested to by the thousands of pages of reports submitted to the 

Commission and the approximately 25, 000 Interviews which we 
conducted. 



I 









: • ill 



5 



